
737 LARGE 
AIR TANKER

NSW RFS AIR SUPPORT 

‘Marie Bashir’
The ‘Marie Bashir’ was unveiled at the RAAF base in Richmond in August 2019, 
the first LAT to be available year-round to fight fires in Australia. It can operate 
from a number of regional airports and reach any location in NSW in an hour.

PILOT CO-PILOT

CRUISE SPEED 
(LOADED) 

UP TO 820KM/H

CAN DELIVER MORE THAN  
15,000 LITRES OF WATER

20,000 POUNDS OF 
THRUST PER ENGINE

33M LENGTH

TYPICAL CRUISE 
ALTITUDE 
(LOADED) 25,000 FEET

CAN DROP THE WHOLE LOAD 
IN 2.2 SECONDS

USING TWO REFILLING 
POINTS, THE TANK CAN BE 
FILLED IN 10 MINUTES

2+ FIRE AGENCY RADIOS, 
SATELLITE TRACKING

LAST FIRE SEASON THE 737 
‘GAIA’ PERFORMED OVER 125 
DROPS DELIVERING OVER 1.8 
MILLION LITRES, SUPPORTING 
FIREFIGHTERS IN NSW, 
QUEENSLAND, VICTORIA, THE 
ACT AND TASMANIA

TWO PILOT CREW

31.2M WINGSPAN

(LAT)

IT CAN BE CONFIGURED 
TO TRANSPORT 72 

FIREFIGHTERS

737 DOESN'T HAVE GEAR DOORS. 
INSTEAD, THE WHEELS HAVE HUB CAPS 
ON THE OUTSIDE, AND THE GEAR WELLS 
HAVE BRUSHES ON THEM TO CREATE AN 

AERODYNAMIC SEAL

BY THE END OF OCTOBER, 
THE 'MARIE BASHIR' HAS 
ALREADY FLOWN MORE THAN 
135 MISSIONS AND DELIVERED 
OVER 1.45 MILLION LITRES OF 
RETARDANT


